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Rare  Coins  for  private  sale  advertised  in  Numisma  free  of 
charge.  If  sale  is  effected  15  per  cent.  com.  This  is  the 
most  economical  way  of  disposing  of  rare  high  priced 
coins. 

MY  COMING  AUCTION  SALES  OF  COINS. 

37th  Sale.  The  Frossard  Collection.  About  October  1. 

38th  Sale.  The  collection  of  Ancient  Coins  and  Medals  of  Rich- 
ard H.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Librarian  Am.  Arch,  and  Nurm 
Soc.  About  Novombor  1. 


CO  IMS  FOE  SALE. 

90  Sandwich  Islands.  1883  Dollar,  half,  quar- 
ter aud  dime.  Builiaut;  uncir.  A few  eels 
shortly  expected,  and  will  bo  sold  at.  v>  ry 


reasonable  prices 4 pcs 

91  Gold  dollars,  1849.  Very  Hue  or  uncir. 

(have  sold  as  high  as  $4) 1 50 

92  1849  Orleans  mint,  very  ii..e;  rare 2 00 

93  1850  Fine;  nicked 1 25 

94  1851  Very  fine  or  uncirculated 1 15 

95  1851  Orleans  mini,.  Fine;  rare l 50 

96  1852  Very  fine  or  m.circnla  ed 1 15 

97  1852  Orleans  mini.  Very  fine;  rare 1 50 

98  1853  Very  fine  or  uncirculated 1 10 

99  1854  Liberty  bead.  Very  fine  or  uucir. ..  1 25 

100  1854  Indian  head.  Fun- l 25 

101  1856  ludian  head.  Very  tine 1 25 

102  Dollars  1796  Good 1 5o 

103  Half  dollars  1803,  1806  ’07,  ’09,  ’lo, 


’ll.  (varieties),  ’12.  ’13.  ’18  over  ’13  ’19, 
’22,  ’26,  ’27,  ’28.  29.  ’30  ’31.  ’32.  ’34, 
(varieties)  '35.  ’36.  ’38  '39,  '41,  ’43.  ’44. 
’46,  ’47,  ’48.  ’50  & ’58.  Early  dates  fair  to 


good;  balauce  tine  or  very  fine;  34  pcs 
for ! 18  70 

104  Anglo-Saxon  sceattae.  Varieties  silver, 

perfectly  imcir..  finest  I have  seen.  (3) 
per  piece 1 75 

105  Ethelrf.d  II.  Silver  penny.  Small  croes, 

Londou  mint,  very  fine  1 00 

106  The  same  type.  Lincoln  mint.  Very  fine 

and  rare 1 50 

107  The  same.  Short  double  cross.  Win- 

chester mint,  uncirculated,  very  rare....  1 50 

108  The  same.  Long  cross;  Irish  type.  Lin- 

coln mint.  Fine;  rare 1 25 

109  Same  type.  Londou  mint;  uncir 1 25 

110  Canute  the  Great.  Silver  penny.  Bust 

with  conical  helmet,  London  mint; splen- 
did impression;  uncirculated 1 75 

111  Same  type.  Very  fine  and  rare  1 50 

112  The  same.  Silver  penuy.  Bust  with 

round  helmet.  London  mint.  Fine  and 
rare 1 50 

113  Another.  Uncirculated.  Bare  1 75 

114  Blaine  and  L gan.  Busts  juguta.  Kev. 

For  President,  etc.  White  metal,  un- 
pierced.  Size  20.  Sent  post  paid  for. . 20 

115  Minor  proof  sets  from  1865  to  1884  inclu- 

sive. Single  sets  at  rates  proportionate 
to  the  rarity  of  the  issue. 


THE  1804  DOLLAR. 

(Written  for  Nuraisma.) 

(continued  from  Muy  number .) 

You  know,  said  Houghton,  that  when  we 
graduated  at  college  I expected  to  enter  my 
father’s  firm  at  Boston,  and  to  devote  my 
time  to  commercial  undertakings,  but  I had 
scarcely  become  familiar  with  my  daily  du- 
ties when  he  suddenly  died.  An  investiga- 
tion into  his  affairs  soon  showed  me,  as  I had 
already  suspected,  that  he  was  deeply  involv- 
ed in  western  railway  speculations  which  had 
not  at  all  proved  successful.  In  short,  I 
clearly  foresaw  that  the  most  careful  and 
prudent  management  alone  could  restore  our 
affairs  to  a sound  and  prosperous  basis.  His 
partner,  a scoundrel  in  sheep’s  clothing,  and 
a religious  hypocrite,  had  led  him  into  those 
speculations  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
quickly  realizing  large  sums  of  money,  but 
now  when  affairs  were  becoming  hopelessly 
entangled,  instead  of  assisting  me,  the  villain, 
who  had  probably  taken  large  sums  of  money 
from  the  business,  threw  all  possible  obsta- 
cles in  my  way,  and  finally  demanded  an  im- 
mediate dissolution  of  partnership.  In  fact, 
the  firm  was  obliged  to  suspend,  and  after 
prolonged  liquidation  I found  that  our  entire 
resources  were  required  to  pay  all  creditors 
in  full;  not  only  our  entire  business,  but  our 
very  home  had  to  be  sacrificed  to  their  ex- 
igencies. When  everything  was  settled,  I 
found  myself  without  resources,  an  aged 
mother  and  two  young  sisters  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  me  for  support.  True,  friends 
came  forward,  and  offered  to  advance  the 
money  necessary  to  resume  the  legitimate 
business,  which,  in  years  past,  had  been  so 
lucrative,  but  whether  through  pride  or  the 
conviction  that  it  were  better  to  sever  all  ties 
with  the  past  and  begin  life  anew  elsewhere, 
I thankfully  but  positively  declined  their 
offers  of  assistance.  Our  family  circle  bro- 
ken, my  mother,  in  her  enfeebled  condition, 
could  not  long  survive  my  father;  she  died — 
entrusting  to  me  the  education  and  future 
happiness  of  my  two  sisters.  With  the  hope 
that  out  of  a salary  I could  save  enough  to 
meet  the  necessary  outlays  of  their  educa- 
tion, I placed  them  in  a young  ladies’  school, 
under  the  care  of  an  estimable  lady,  and  after 
paying  their  board  and  tuition  fee  for  six 


J months  in  advance,  from  the  proceeds  of  our 
household  furniture,  I left  my  native  city, 
bearing  excellent  letters  of  introduction  to 
several  New  York  firms.  On  arriving  here  I 
presented  myself  at  various  houses,  met  with 
encouragement,  was  told  to  call  again,  wait  a 
few  weeks;  .vent  back  and  waited,  but  waited 
in  vain.  Every  opening  seemed  to  be  filled; 
none  needed  the  services  of  a college  gradu- 
ate whose  father  had  failed.  I grew  some- 
what despondent,  but  still  believing  that  the 
desired  opening  would  be  found,  waited, 
spending  what  little  ready  cash  I had  in  ad- 
vertisements and  paying  for  my  board.  At  first 
I took  a room  in  a hotel,  but  after  a few  weeks 
was  obliged  to  seek  cheaper  quarters  and 
found  board  and  lodging  in  a Division  Street 
boarding  house.  Here  I led  a miserable  life 
— out  all  day  looking  for  that  which  never 
came — offering  my  services  as  a porter,  a 
messenger,  anything  to  keep  busy,  anything 
to  drive  black  thoughts  from  my  brain,  any- 
thing to  smother  my  growing  anxieties  for  the 
future  of  my  dear  sisters,  those  waifs  en- 
trusted to  my  care  by  a dying  mother. 

Finally  my  little  supply  of  ready  cash  gave 
out,  and  I found  myself  indebted  to  my  land- 
lady for  two  weeks’  board,  with  not  the  slight- 
est prospect  of  employment.  I realiy  grew  des- 
pondent, wandering  about  in  the  streets,  ap- 
pealing to  those  to  whom  I had  been  so 
warmly  recommended,  but  all  in  vain.  At 
last,  driven  to  the  wall,  I resolved  to  accom- 
plish what  to  my  mind  had  for  several  days 
appeared  a foolish  and  desperate  step,  but 
which  grew  to  become  an  imperative  necessi- 
ty. Lincoln’s  first  proclamation  for  75,000 
men  to  subdue  an  incipient  rebellion  in  the 
South  had  been  issued,  and  the  war  feeling 
ran  high  in  New  York.  If  I could  not  secure 
suitable  employment,  I would  enlist.  I was 
able-bodied  and  strong.  I would  sell  my  re- 
maining effects  and  go  forth  as  one  of  the  de- 
fenders of  my  country’s  flag.  If  I lived, 
brighter  days  would  come,  if  I died  my  life 
would  be  sacrificed  in  a eood  cause.  Having 
firmly  decided  on  this  I employed  one  after- 
noon in  writing  to  friends  of  my  resolution 
and  in  arranging  my  private  papers  in  a pack- 
age with  some  miscellaneous  articles  and 
I keepsakes.  Among  the  latter  I found  the 
box  containing  the  1S04  dollar.  I his  coin 
had  always  been  in  our  family.  As  the  in- 


scription  on  the  box  indicated  it  had  been 
presented  on  the  4th  of  July,  1804  to  my 
grandfather  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
Klias  Bondinot,  then  Director  of  the  U.  S. 
Mint.  Except  as  a family  heir-loom  I attach- 
ed no  particular  value  to  this  dollar,  but  what 
were  family  ties  to  me  now,  fathar  and  moth- 
er in  their  graves,  the  home  circle  utterly 
broken  up,  my  sisters  under  a strange  roof, 
and  with  the  prospect  perhaps  of  being  driven 
from  that  if  I did  not  pay  the  bills  soon  to  be 
due.  I would  sell  the  dollar,  and  all  I had 
beside,  send  the  proceeds  on  account  of  their 
tuition  and  board,  join  the  volunteers,  and  if 
an  outcast  from  society,  my  life  was  still  my 
country’s;  yes,  as  a volunteer,  with  a rifle  in 
my  hands  I would  yet  prove  anybody's  peer. 
The  next  morning  I wended  my  way  to  a 
Chatham  Street  establishment,  sold  my  watch, 
rings,  trunk  and  all  superfluous  clothing, 
paid  my  landlady  in  full  and  left  my  private 
papers  in  the  hands  ot  a gentleman  who  had 
manifested  some  interest  in  my  case. 

In  my  wanderings  about  town  I had  often 
noticed  a little  dingy  basement  in  Nassau 
Street,  just  below  Fulton,  where  some  coins 
and  curiosities  were  displayed,  with  a sign  an 
nouncing  that  coins  and  stamps  were  there 
for  sale.  Thither  I went  to  sell  my  dollar, 
which  I instinctively  felt  might  possess  some 
interest  to  a coin  collector.  Behind  the  coun- 
ter was  a gentlemanly  looking  man  sorting 
out  a lot  oi  postage  stamps. — Well,  Sir,  what 
can  we  do  for  you  to-day?  said  he,  looking  up 
pleasantly.  I drew  the  box  from  my  pocket 
and  showed  him  the  dollar,  asking  him  what 
he  would  give  in  cash  for  it.  He  looked  at 
it  with  great  attention,  using  a small  magni- 
fying  glass,  and  scanning  every  part  closely. 
He  then  asked  me  a few  questions  which 
must  have  betrayed  my  total  ignorance  of 
things  numismatic. — There  arc  somanycoun 
terteits  of  these  old  dates,  said  he  at  last, 
that,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  detect  the 
genuine  lrom  the  counterfeit;-see  here,  Karl, 
continued  he,  bring  out  some  of  those  dollars 
with  old  dates!  Karl,  as  he  was  call- 
ed, a clerk  apparently,  brought  from  the  rear 
of  the  store  several  dollars,  among  them  one 
of  the  date  1804 — There,  said  the  man,  can 
you  see  any  difference  between  these  two? 
I looked  at  the  two  dollars,  placed  side  by 
side  on  the  counter,  and  acknowledged  that  I 


could  not,  except  that  mine  was  a much 
finer  dollar,  and  that  the  4 in  his  seemed  to 
be  recut  or  soldered  on  the  piece. — Yes,  yes. 
said  he,  yours  is  the  best;  now  I paid  two  and 
half  for  mine,  but  as  yours  is  finer,  and  I 
think  I can  find  a customer  for  it,  I will  give 
you  this — saying  which  he  took  from  his 
money  drawer  a new  crisp  ten  dollar  bill, 
which  he  laid  on  the  counter  before  me.  The 
temptation  was  great;  indeed,  I was  on  the 
point  of  thankfully  accepting,  when  I happen- 
ed to  glance  at  his  face.  It  had  assumed  a 
cold  almost  rigid  expression,  his  eyes  were 
riveted  upon  my  dollar,  and  big  drops  of  pers- 
piration hung  on  his  forehead.  It  seemed  to 
me  as  if  the  man  was  endeavoring  to  conceal 
great  mental  agitation,  not  warranted  in 
my  opinion  by  the  smallness  of  the  transac- 
tion. Karl  stood  near  me,  apparently  a dis- 
interested spectator,  but  when  my  eyes  met 
his  a deep  blush  suddenly  overspread  his 
face.  The  thought  struck  me  that  if  my  dol- 
lar was  worth  $10,  it  might  be  worth  more. 
Is  that  the  best  you  can  do?  said  I.  We 
never  make  a second  offer,  replied  he  rather 
hesitatingly.  I picked  up  the  dollar,  placed 
it  back  in  its  case,  and  said:  I think  I won’t 
sell  to-day.  Ten  dollars  more  or  less,  thought 
I,  won’t  make  any  difference  in  my  desperate 
position  and  now  I suddenly  remembered 
that  my  father  had  once  spoken  of  this  dollar 
as  one  very  rare  and  valuable.  The  coin 
should  remain  with  me,  I would  carry  it  with 
me  while  a volunteer,  it  would  be  a precious 
memento  of  my  family,  and  in  the  future  I 
might  still  be  proud  to  own  it.  I left  the 
shop,  turned  into  Fulton  Street  to  go  to 
Broadway,  where  flags,  streamers,  and  large 
posters  placarded  on  a building  announced 
to  the  passer-by  that  250  able-bodied  men 
were  still  wanted  to  fill  Col.  Pratt’s  regiment 
ot  N.  Y.  sharpshooters,  but  I had  scarcely 
turned  the  corner  when  a hand  was  laid  on 
my  shoulder.  I looked  back,  and  saw  a little 
bald-headed  gentleman  with  gold  spectacles 
on  his  nose. — My  friend,  said  he,  excuse  my 
boldness,  but  I was  in  that  office  looking  at  a 
tray  of  old  coppers  when  you  came  in.  I am 
a collector  and  overheard  your  conversation. 
If  the  dollar  you  offered  is  a genuine  1804 
dollar  it  is  worth  much  money,  for  it  is  the 
rarest  coin  of  the  entire  American  series. 
[tu  bn  continued,) 
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SALE  OF  THE  FROSSARD  COLLEC- 
TION. 

For  reasons  which  are  not  necessary  to 
mention  at  this  time,  the  editor  of  Numisma 
has  decided  to  offer  his  entire  private  collec- 
tion at  auction  some  time  during  the  coming 
month  of  October,  and  the  catalogue,  now 
well  under  way,  will  soon  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  collectors.  Without  the  claim  that 
this  sale  will  be  of  any  special  importance,  or 
form  an  event  of  particular  interest  in  numis- 
matic circles,  it  may  yet  be  taken  for  granted 
that  a small  collection  composed  almost  en- 
tirely of  coins  and  medals  which  have  on  every 
previous  occasion,  when  offered,  never  failed 
to  attract  the  marked  attention  of  our  most 
advanced  collectors,  will  not  now  pass  entire- 
ly unnoticed,  but  must  be  accorded  its  appro- 
priate place  and  position  in  the  ever  growing 
circle  of  numismatic  eventualities. 

When  the  writer  began  to  collect  with  the 
specific  object  of  forming  a cabinet  of  more 
than  ordinary  importance,  he  laid  to  himself 
a plan,  to  which  he  has  adhered  with  some 
degree  of  consistency.  The  collection  which 
has  now  been  forming  eight  years  was  to  em- 
brace; 

1.  Early  issues  of  the  American  mint, In  all 
metals;  fine  condition  only. 

2.  A complete  set  of  the  varieties  of  the 
1794  cents  and  half  cents. 

3.  U.  S.  Pattern  and  experimental  pieces. 

4.  U.  S.  Mint  assay  medals. 

5.  Representative  Colonial  coins. 

6.  American  medals,  historical  or  commem- 


orative, in  silver  only. 

7.  The  complete  Feuchtwanger  series. 

8.  California  and  other  American  private 
gold  coinages. 

9.  Gold  coins  of  ancient  and  modern  coun- 
tries, one  or  two  of  each  only. 

10.  Silver  coins  and  medals  of  foreign 
countries,  historical,  artistic  or  remarkable 
for  beauty,  size,  rarity,  etc. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  in  none  of  the 
projected  series  have  the  expected  results 
been  attained.  In  tact,  with  the  exception  of 
the  1794  cents  and  half  cents,  of  which  the 
series  is  very  nearly  complete,  every  thing 
has  remained  in  a state  of  ebanche  or  out- 
line. 

This  is  in  part  due  to  the  slowness  with 
which  he  was  obliged  to  proceed,  the  pre- 
mature disposal  of  the  collection,  also  to  fre- 
quent inability  to  resist  the  tempting  offers  of 
collectors  when  they  knew  of  some  little 
Leckerbissen , (as  our  esteemed  friends,  the 
Germans  say),  on  his  numismatic  side- 
board. 

And  yet  a glance  at  the  catalogue  will  con- 
vince any  collector  that  as  far  as  they  go  the 
materials  are  excellent;  in  fact  that  for  a 
small  collection  of  less  than  900  lots  the 
number  of  exceptionally  rare  and  fine  cbins 
is  large,  and  that  very  little  dross  has  accum- 
ulated in  this  cabinet. 

The  catalogue  will  be  ready  on  or  before 
September  31th,  and  a sufficient  supply  will 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  auctioneers  and 
of  all  coin  dealers  for  free  distribution 
among  their  customers. 

A special  edition  of  100  copies,  printed  on 
thick  paper,  with  probably  six  heliotype  plates, 
to  illustrate  the  1794  cents  and  the  princi- 
pal coins  of  the  collection  will  be  published 
and  for  sale,  at  a moderate  cost,  to  be  an- 
nounced hereafter. 


NUMISMATIC  PUBLICATIONS,  ETC. 

The  Coin  Handbook , by  Edwin  L.  John 
son,  Springfield,  Mass,  describes  U.  S.  gold, 
silver  and  copper  coins,  from  first  issue  to 
1883  or  discontinuance,  with  the  no.  coined 
in  each  year;  the  Colonial  coins,  Canada  ser- 
ies, etc.,  with  dealers  prices,  gives  list  of 
coin  dealers,  collectors,  etc.  A neat  little 
compilation  of  considerable  interest  and  use. 
Published  at  50c,  paper  cover,  and  60c. 
cloth.  

Steigerwalt' s Illustrated  History  of  United 
States  and  Colonial  Coins’,  published  at  5oc 
per  copy  by  Mr.  Charles  Steigerwalt,  130 
East  King  St.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Without  any  pretence  to  literary  merits 
this  amply  illustrated  work  gives  in  a famil- 
iar and  entertaining  way  much  valuable  in- 
formation compiled  by  Mr.  Steigerwalt  from 
the  principal  works.  It  will  be  found  of  spec- 
ial use  to  that  class  of  collectors  who  desire 
to  gain  elementary  information  on  the  sub- 
jects of  Colonial  and  National  coinages.  The 
work  is  published  at  such  a low  price  as  to 
place  it  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  the  large 
number  of  illustrations  will  greatly  assist 
those  seeking  that  sort  of  numismatical  in- 
formation. The  work  will  no  doubt  have  a 
large  circulation. 


Mason's  Monthly  Coin  Collector' s Maga- 
zine and  Coin  Price  Current’,  published  at  $2 
* per  annum  or  25c  per  number,  by  Mason  & 
Co.,  235  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  two  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
the  last  number  of  this  magazine  was  pub- 
lished at  Philadelphia  have  been  rather 
eventful  to  Bro.  Mason,  but  a safe  and  secure 
haven  is  at  last  reached,  sails  are  furled,  and 
the  publication  of  the  magazine,  heretofore  a 
valuable  factor  in  numismatic  literature,  is 
resumed,  under  circumstances  which  assure 
its  present  existence  and  prospective  suc- 
cess. 


Numismatisches  Literatur-Blatt,  publish- 
ed by  M.  Bahrfeldt.  Handelstrasse  No.  12. 
Berlin,  N.  W , Prussia. 

A valuable  numismatic  publication,  ap- 
pearing at  irregular  intervals  not  less  than  5 
times  per  annum;  yearly  subscription  marks 
1.  50  pf., — about  36  cents- 

The  object  of  this  serial  is  to  notice  all 
new  publications  relating  to  numismatics,  to 
furnish  summaries  of  the  contents  of  current 
numismatic  publications,  and  to  review  coin 
sale  catalogues,  all  of  which  is  done  in  the 
intelligent  and  thorough  way  peculiar  to  Ger- 
man writers.  In  no.  20  there  are  two  arti- 
cles relating  to  America,  one  on  Lawrence’s 
work,  “The  medals  by  Giovanni  Cavind,”  very 
favorable  and  flattering,  the  other  on  Le  Roux 
illustrated  pamphlet  of  Canada  coins,  rather 
unfavorable. 


Received’.  No.  34-42  Numismatische  Cor- 
respondenz  von  Adolph  Weyl,  Berlin,  con- 
tains among  others  the  description  of  an 
unpublished  silver  jeton  struck  by  the  French 
Indian  Co.,  1723;  catalogue  of  books,  alma- 
nacs, circulars,  etc.,  published  by  James 
Galen,  Rawlinsville,  Pa  ; catalogue  of  elec- 
trotype coins,  by  Henry  Klingbill,  711 
Gray’s  Ferry  Road,  Phila.;  list  of  coins  for 
sale  by  R.  J.  Simpson,  Decatur,  Macon  Co  , 
111. 


NUMISMA  TIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

It  js  pleasant  to  the  editor  to  see  men  of 
authority  in  the  numismatic  ranks  voluntari- 
ly come  forth  and  give  their  assent  to  the 
views  expressed  in  this  paper  about  the 
Summer  Island  XX  shilling,  and  furnish  ad- 
ditional reasons  in  favor  of  the  authenticity 
of  the  piece,  also  in  favor  of  having  our  nu- 
mismatic society  take  up  this  matter  official- 
ly and  probe  it  to  the  very  bottom.  If  the 
XX  shilling  can  be  proved  to  be  bogus  it  is  a 


worthless  token,  of  no  more  value,  except  in 
metal,  than  the  well  known  restrikes  of  the 
Hog  Island  shilling.  If  authentic,  it  is  the 
rarest  and  one  of  the  most  interesting  numis- 
matic monuments  relating  to  the  early  days 
of  America. 

Brooklyn,  June  30th,  1884. 

Editor  of  Numisma: — Referring  to  your 
very  sensible  editorial  in  your  May  issue  re- 
garding the  Summer  Island  gold  XX  shilling 
piece  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Low,  the 
writer  desires  to  say  a few  words  commend- 
ing the  plan  you  propose  for  the  determina- 
tion of  its  authenticity. 

This  piece  came  under  my  observation 
within  a few  days  of  its  purchase  by  Mr.  Low, 
and  I have  positive  knowledge  that  it  had 
been  in  this  country  but  a week  or  two  pre- 
vious. It  came  with  a promiscuous  lot  of 
coins  direct  from  the  old  Magdeburg  collec- 
tion, as  claimed.  Now  if  this  is  a fabrication 
it  is  a very  old  one,  as  any  one  who  takes  the 
trouble  to  examine  it  carefully  can  readily  see; 
for  below  the  hog  on  the  obverse,  and  upon  the 
corresponding  position,  the  hull  of  the  ship — 
on  the  reverse,  are  worn  two  deep  creases. 
Upon  putting  this  piece  in  the  pocket  and 
taking  it  between  the  fingers  there,  it  will  be 
at  once  observed  that  it  has  been  carried  by 
some  one  as  a pocket  piece  for  years,  for  the 
balls  of  the  thumb  and  forefinger  fit  exactly 
into  these  creases  showing  that  by  rubbing 
in  this  manner  they  were  made.  Time  alone 
could  have  accomplished  this,  and  that  it  is 
old  is  strong  evidence  of  its  genuineness. 

The  plain  fact  of  the  matter  is,  there  has 
yet  to  be  offered  the  first  intelligent  objection 
to  this  piece,  and  it  rests  on  quite  as  secure 
a foundation  as  any  of  the  series  except  the 
shilling.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  III 
pence  which  has  no  history  whatever  except 
that  it  was  offered  by  a stranger  and  purchas- 
ed at  the  stand  of  a well  known  dealer;  and 


yet,  as  you  justly  remark,  its  authenticity  has 
never  been  questioned  for  a moment. 

The  fact  that  the  coin  is  alloyed  with  silver 
is  still  another  strong  point  in  its  favor,  as 
such  alloy  for  gold  is,  to  say  the  least,  very 
unusual,  and  would  never  have  been  chosen 
by  any  designing  parties  who  should  set  out 
to  perpetrate  such  a fabrication.  An  exami- 
nation of  the  records  of  the  London  Gold- 
smith's Hall  of  the  period,  if  it  existed  then, 
as  I think  it  did,  might  result  in  some  inter- 
esting developments. 

By  all  means  let  the  American  Numismat- 
ic Society  take  this  matter  in  hand.  It  is  in 
every  way  worthy  of  their  earnest  attention, 
and  if  their  investigation  be  thorough,  I can- 
not, from  my  examination  of  this  piece  and 
careful  comparison  with  others  of  the  series, 
for  a moment  doubt  that  it  will  result  in  its 
triumphant  vindication. 

F.  W.  D. 


COIN  SALES. 

May  5,  6.  Catalogue  of  Part  IV  of  the  late 
Professor  Charles  E.  Anthon’s  Numismatic 
Cabinet,  comprising  antique  coins  and  me- 
dallions. 1074  lots.  Catalogue  by  Gaston 
Feuardent;  sold  at  Bangs  & Co.,  New  York. 

This  catalogue  is  in  its  sphere  a model  of 
descriptive  accuracy  and  brevity,  scholarly  in 
its  tone  without  undue  display  of  learning, 
accurate  and  intelligible  without  unnecessary 
amplification — in  a word  it  betrays  the  ma-, 
ture  judgment  and  thorough  mastery  of  the 
subject  possessed  by  its  compiler,  and  is  in 
every  respect  worthy  to  form  a part  of  An- 
thon’s Numismatic  series,  now  soon  to  be 
completed  by  the  publication  of  Part  V,  and 
last,  comprising  the  American  coins  and 
medals. 

The  time  elapsing  between  the  publication 
of  the  catalogue  and  the  actual  sale  was  so 
short  that  many  orders  from  distant  collec- 
tors reached  too  late;  consequently  the  major 


part  of  the  coins  was  bought  by  local  collec 
tors  or  dealers  to  be  resold  at  much  higher 
figures;  nevertheless  prices  were  on  the  whole 
quite  satisfactory,  and  with  the  exception  of 
certain  rarities  in  the  autonomous  coins  of 
Greece,  and  a few  others,  which  certainly 
sold  at  a very  low  figure,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  sale  was  a decided  success.  Here  are  a 
few  of  the  prices  realized  for  the  more  impor- 
tant coins:  M.  B.  of  Titus,  rev.  ivdaea  cap- 
ta,  varieties,  8.75,  11.50,  and  10,50;  Persian 
daric,  (gold)  40  ; Hiero  II,  Syracuse,  hemis- 
tater,  35.;  Lysimachus,  Thrace,  stater,  16.; 
Tiberius,  aureus,  20.;  Caligula  and  Augustus, 
aureus.  36.;  Galba,  aureus,  21.;  Otho,  aureus, 
66.;  Nerva,  aureus,  3 1 . ; Faustina  Sr.,  aureus, 
31.;  Pertinax,  aureus,  71.;  Alexander  Sever- 
us,  36  ; an  archaic  didrachm  of  Posidonia 
Paestum,  18.;  a tetradrachm  of  Thurium,  14.; 
a tetradrachm  of  Panormus,  with  Punic  in 
scription  on  rev,  13.;  one  of  Philistis,  superb 
in  execution  and  preservation,  39.;  tetrad- 
rachm of  Demetrius  Poliorcetes,  2t,  and  23  ; 
one  of  Ephesus,  18.50;  half  shekel  of  Simon 
Maccabaeus,  Judaea,  30  ; shekels  of  the  year 
2,  and  3,  40.,  and  33.;  hall  shekel,  year  3,  24.; 
tetradrachm  of  Carthage  of  beauty,  35.  Among 
Roman  large  or  first  brass,  Tiberius  sold  for 
$13.50;  Nero,  rev.  triumphal  arch,  28.;  Vitel- 
lius,  rev.  a victory,  40.25;  Vespasian,  rev. 
ivdeae  capta,  varieties,  20.,  21.,  & 20. 
50;  Hadrian,  rev.  adventvi,  avg  ivd- 
aeae  19.;  Antoninus  Pius,  rev.  Britan- 
nia 21  ; Gordianus  Africanus,  Jr.  28.  Silver 
denarii:  Antony  and  Cleopatra  u.;  Pescenni- 
us  Niger,  35.10,  etc.  The  fine  numismatic 
works  at  the  end  of  the  sale  were  fairly 
slaughtered,  and  brought  nominal  prices  only 
We  were  under  the  impression  that  there  was 
a constant  demand  from  public  libraries,  etc. 
for  this  class  of  works,  but  probably  on 
account  of  the  very  short  time  given  for  dis- 
tribution, buyers  were  not  reached  and  the 
result  was  very  disappointing, 

Other  sales  to  be  reviewed  in  our  next. 


The  accounts  showing  the  operations  of 
the  Mint  are  closed  each  year  on  June  30th. 
The  United  States  Treasury  Department 
sends,  each  year,  different  persons,  styled  ex- 
aminers, who  verify  the  accounts  and  under 
whose  supervision  the  coins  in  the  vaults  are 
all  counted  and  all  the  gold  and  silver  in  the 
form  of  ingots,  strips,  chips  and  sweepings  are 
carefully  weighed  to  the  one  hundredth  of  an 
ounce.  The  amount  of  bullion  received  is 
debited  against  the  Min",  and  after  deducting 
the  amount  paid  out  and  the  balance  on  hand 
the  difference  is  the  wastage  which  necessa- 
rily results  in  the  operations  of  coining.  A 
legal  limit  is  fixed  for  the  wastage. 

The  result  of  the  investigation  by  the  two 
examiners,  who  have  just  concluded  their  la- 
bors for  this  year,  is  said  to  be  wholly  satis- 
factory, and  their  report  to  the  Department  at 
Washington  is  a tribute  to  Colonel  A.  Lou- 
don Snowden,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Mint, 
fort  he  care,  skill  and  economy  which  has 
been  manifested  in  all  the  departments. 

The  total  number  of  five  (5  ) and  one  (t ) 
cent  pieces  issued  was  55,955,029,  with  a 
face  value  of  $1,174,709  73.  In  the  settle- 
ment this  account  came  out  to  a cent,  there 
being  no  loss.  The  amount  of  gold  bullion 
operated  upon  was  1,305,575.65  troy  ounces, 
or  over  44  tons,  equal  to  $24,289,779  70,  up- 
on which  there  was  a legal  allowance  for 
wastage  in  the  various  manipulations  in  con- 
verting it  into  coin  of  1034.91  ounces;  equal 
to  $19,254  30.  The  actual  wastage,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  settlement,  was  but  33  36- 
100  ounces,  or  $620  51 — or  a loss  of  less  than 
one  dollar  in  every  thirty-one  allowed  by  law. 

The  amount  of  silver  bullion  operated  on 
was  51874,423,57  ounces,  or  over  1778 
tons;  worth  $60,181,129  25 — dollar  value. 
Upon  this  there  was  a legal  allowance  for 
wastage  of  65,059.83  ounces,  or  $75,^24  17, 
if  converted  into  standard  dollars.  The  ac- 
tual wastage  in  working  this  enormous 
amount  of  silver  was  but  4625  67  ounces. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  upon  a total  of 
gold  an  d silver  operated  upon  amounting  to 
S3>'79.999-22  troy  ounces,  with  a coin  value 
of  $84, 470, 90b  95,  there  was  a total  loss  of 
but  4659,35  troy  ounces,  with  a coin  value 
of  $5912.20;  whilst  the  wastage  allowed  by 
law  for  operating  the  same  bullion  was  66,- 
094.74  troy  ounces — equal  to  $94  778  47. 


THE  WARNER  CATALOGUE. 

(NOT  collection.) 

This  catalogue,  a sequel  to  the  Bushnell 
catalogue,  itself  a sequel  to  Crosby’s  work, 
was  compiled  by  Messrs.  Chapman  Bros., 
numismatologists  and  antiquaries,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  began  their  labors  on  or  about 
October  ist  last,  and  got  through  by  the  mid- 
dle of  May  of  this  year,  cataloguing  at  the 
high  average  rate  of  9 1-2  lines  each  per  ! 
working  day,  which  fact  alone  speaks  vol- 
umes for  their  industry  and  perseverance. 
The  catalogue  has  a very  handsome  cover, 
gilt  on  white,  it  is  printed  in  bold  clear  type, 
on  thick  paper,  numbers  180  pages,  12x9  l~2 
in.  with  margin  sufficiently  large  for  correc- 
tions, and  weighs  34  oz.  which  is  equal  to  six 
times  the  weight  of  the  Mickley  catalogue. 
An  edition  illustrated  with  12  plates,  of  very 
superior  mechanical  and  artistic  execution  is 
published,  and  for  sale,  by  the  compilers  and 
dealers,  at  the  ruinous  price  of  $5  per 
copy. 

In  the  composition  of  the  catalogue  great 
pains  were  taken  by  the  learned  compilers  to 
convey  information  of  value  to  advanced  col- 
lectors, for  instance,  under  2807  we  are  in- 
formed that  “no  1-4  dollars  were  issued  dur- 
ing the  years  between  1807-1815,  or  1815 
and  1818”  (sic);  under  3444  that  “Zinnendorf 
served  for  50  years  in  the  Royal  Russian 
surgeons,”  etc.  Scattered  as  it  is  on  every 
page  of  the  catalogue  the  value  of  similar  in- 
formation alone  ought  to  still  the  murmurs 
of  those  thick-headed  collectors  who  grum- 
bled because  they  were  mulcted  50c  each  for 
their  copies.  We  are  pleased  to  notice  that 
the  compilers  have  decided  to  adopt  the  usu- 
al way  of  spelling  English  words,  many  of  the 
so-called  improvements  such  as  “knawing” 
for  “gnawing,’’  otc.,  found  in  the  Bushnell 
catalogue  having  been  omited.  Their  im- 
proved method  of  spelling  French,  Latin,  and 
other  inscriptions  in  Foreign  languages  is 


retained,  but  this  is  really  a matter  of  small 
importance  to  those  who  will  use  the  cata- 
logue as  a work  of  reference. 

We  feel  like  gently  chiding  the  compilers 
for  the  willful  omission  of  “historical  notes” 
which  they  would  have  been  so  admirably 
qualified  to  supply.  Under  no.  6 of  the  cat- 
alogue they  furnish  a single  instance  of  the 
quality  of  what  they  could  have  produced, 
had  they  felt  inclined  so  to  do.  This  learned 
essay  on  the  ancient  city  of  Sybaris  com- 
mends itself  at  a glance  for  its  clearness,  pur- 
ity of  style,  and  the  profound  historical 
knowledge  displayed.  Similar  notes  through- 
out the  catalogue  would  have  made  it  a work 
of  historical  as  well  as  numismatical  authori- 
ty and  would  have  conferred  lasting  honors 
upon  its  authors.  The  only  excuse  given  for 
these  regrettable  omissions,  is  that  it  would 
have  raised  the  cost  of  postage  on  each  cata- 
logue to  24  or  perhaps  32  cents,  but  pray, 
what  intelligent  collector  would  care  for  such 
a petty  disbursment  in  view  of  the  intellectu- 
al treat  to  be  enjoyed?  None,  we  dare  say. 
But  even  with  these  omissions,  this  is  decid- 
edly and  unquestionably  the  largest,  thickest, 
and  heaviest  coin  sale  catalogue  ever  issued 
in  America  or  abroad.  In  these  points  it  is 
superior  to  anything  heretofore  produced. 

The  singular  merits  of  this  ponderous  pro- 
duction have  already  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
learned  world  upon  its  modest  and  unobtru- 
sive authors.  Let  no  one  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  several  universities,  notably  those 
of  Harvard  and  Yale,  here,  of  Oxford,  Paris, 
Vienna  and  Heidelberg  abroad  are  about  to 
confer  upon  them  the  degree  of  A.  A.  S.  S. 
(Academiae  Antiquarianae  Societatis  Soci- 
us;)  also  that  the  Philadelphia  Numismatic 
Society  will  hasten  to  replace  the  names  of 
these  learned  antiquaries  on  their  roll,  be- 
stowing upon  them,  as  a slight  reparation  for 
the  inexcusable  removal,  the  honorable  de- 
gree of  D.  F.  or  Deans  of  the  Faculty. 


